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As we come to the close of 2017, itds a
the tremendous people who comprise our PUC family. | am humbled by the opportu-
nity to serve such amazing students, families, and communities with a group of such
tremendous professionals. This past year was once again characterized by a network
of teachers, staff, parents, and student
ments. From alumni working in our schools honoring their commitment to uplift our
communities, to teachers working tirelessly to ensure that students are proficient, to
students working hard so they can attend their dream universities, to parents work-

ing in partnership with their school administrators and staff, the hum of the vibrant

PUC culture was once again evident throughout the year. The fall of 2017 brought
horrific fires to the San Fernando Valley. | sincerely thank all staff in the valley region for their pro-
fessionalism and dedication to the welfare of our students and families during that extremely challeng-

ing time. Please enjoy the photos below reflecting some of the accomplishments of 2017. | wish all of

you a successful, healthy, and fulfilling 2018!

Celebrating success Raising the flag despite the fires Working hard at PUC Achieve
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PUC eCALS Dia de los Muertos Event

On November 1, 2017 PUC
eCALS celebrated our 6 th Annual log
M Dia de los Muertos Event on the &
4 Sotomayor Learning Academies
' Campus in Glassell Park. This
yeards event fea
performances, class projects, and
festivities for families and com-
munity members as well as fund-
raisers including t -shirts de-
signed by Ms. Cueva and delicious food sales from our clubs. The event
drew close to a thousand people, despite being on the same night as
Dodgersd World Series Game 7!

A central feature of the event was an amazing art gallery and altar

di splay by students from Ms. Cueve e
from the Beginning Art, Advanced Art, and 3D Art classes ranging

from paper -mache skulls, altar inspired Nichos, Jose Guadalupe in-

spired satirical skeletons, and three dimensional sculptures inspired

by the essence of the Day of the Dead. Ms. Cueva, who put on the first

eCALS Dia de los Muertos Event six years ago, works incredibly hard

to transform her classroom into a real art gallery with lighting, music, O;thQM OY’

and layout that truly creates a magical space to display the visual arts

student s hard wor k.

This yeards main stage area featured stellar perfor man
including the eCALS Advanced Ensemble, Sotomayor Spirit Band/Drumline, and Sotomayor Choir. Students per-
formed traditional music along side rock ndé roll cl ass
as Danza Azteca Iztacuauhtli and Mariachi Zapopan. The guest artists brought the house down with their perform-

ances and were of great source of inspiration to our younger performers.

eCALS ASB with the help of Mr. Lopez and Mr. Chary put together a haunted house on the 2 nd and 3 floor of the
building which provided some extra fun (and fright) to patrons who attended the event. It featured scary charac-

ters from all of the studentds favorite films and stor

friends and teachers, including new Assistant Principal Mr. Markovics!
The event was a true collaboration between our teachers and staff, whether

Ml found objects on the trials and struggles
& of children in modern day slavery, or
members of Mr. Manzanerofs soccer
singing corridos on the main stage, eve-

ryone pitched in to help out with the

event. We also couldnoét have done
event with the support of our amazing
admin. and office staff, especially Princi-
pal Dr. Villagomez, Mr. Chavez, and Ms.

I Montanez. All in all, the event was a

i huge success and continues to be a staple
of culture and art on our campus and in
our community.
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it was Ms. Ramosd Spanish class alter
Mr . Creeryds class art installation
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